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' Message from the Executive Head

It's hard to believe that the Summer holiday was nearly 8 weeks ago and
we are at the door of the first break of the Autumn Term.

As always, we have started the new school year with pace and
enthusiasm, welcoming a significant number of new students at both the
Secondary and Primary sites. We are particularly pleased to see that the
vast majority of our students have settled well in to school, after the break, working hard and enjoying the
benefits of school trips, onsite visitors and specialised programs.

Of note, for the new year, we are really excited to share that all building works at The Brades Lodge are
finally finished! Over the Summer break the ‘old’ Brades building was reconfigured to provide 5 bright,
new learning spaces, a purposeful meeting room, a new toilet block, dining room and well proportioned
intervention/ office spaces. Quite a transformation from the previous small classrooms rooms and
ad hoc rooms.

Across the school we now have 14 purpose-built classrooms in use. These include a specialist science
room, vocational studies workshop, nurture room and a fully fitted food tech room.

In addition to the above, we have also installed a specialist learning space outside the main school
building .. currently named ‘The Pod’, to support students who have bespoke integration programmes.

This has already been a great addition to the school as it provides a unique
educational offer to a number of students.

As a testament to our rapid development, the Academy Trust has recognised our
provision as a flagship organisation, with outstanding learning environments. To
celebrate this the Trust plans to create promotional videos showcasing our sites, with
filming scheduled for mid November.

In other news, we continue to work closely with a number of schools, within the
Academy Trust and beyond, delivering workshops and outreach support.

The task moving forward is to use our expertise and facilities more systematically to
generate additional income for the school, which will ultimately benefit our students.
Have a great half term and keep safe over Halloween !

(click on the picture for a Tour of the refurb.)

Inclusive Attendance Award
Despite only being in school for a few weeks, and some exceptional challenges recently,

we are thrilled to have received the Nationally acclaimed, Inclusive Attendance ‘Bronze’
Award. This is fantastic recognition of our collective efforts to ensure every student

understands that attendance matters, and that they feel included and supported to learn
when they are in school.

We are incredibly proud of this accomplishment and the dedication of both our students
and staff in making it possible.




Addressing Loneliness

Students at the Brades Lodge had the pleasure of meeting John Reid who T
delivered a number of successful PSHE workshops around loneliness. —

In the sessions he supported the groups to think about the impact of loneliness

for themselves and others, and to consider strategies to address some of the

issues raised.

In his spare time John is a regular on the amateur comedy circuit, so his delivery 2¢

to the students was hard hitting yet cushioned with the use of humour.

In the workshops John shared his reflections of work he has done with

individuals in prisons using poetry to generate conversations about emotions -

experienced when people are lonely. He also considered the impact of todays interactive ‘social media’
culture.

Jack said ‘It was a really interesting lesson, it made me really think about things’.

The school is looking froward to John returning to school in the near future to deliver additional interactive
poetry sessions. Chris Husband (Asst Head)

POD CASTING SUCCESS GROWS

In February 2025 Shenstone Lodge students met with Ed from 'Media
Insiders' to complete a podcast workshop. Eight months on, and different groups of
students continue to plan and produce podcasts. The project was initially set up to ©
promote and reinforce the importance of speaking and listening skills through a modern
medium they are all familiar with. Students are shown how to use microphones, sound F
mixers, headphones and how to edit their podcast to enhance their performances. §
The current group of ‘wannabe influencers’, include Shynia, Robin, Oscar and Zidane.
Between them they love interviewing classmates, being creative and setting up the kit.
They are really excited about you listening to the following :

Celebrating Diwali
On Monday 13" October students at the Shenstone Lodge site had an amazing day

i P victory of light over darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over ignorance.

q
*Those taking part enjoyed creating festive art work, Bangra dancing, making small clay

To round off a great day, all the students had the opportunity to try a selection
B of Indian foods and make chapatis.

‘Food Hygiene Award
Amy and Tina, our amazing catering team, have again achieved a 5-star food
hygiene rating for the kitchen. The unannounced inspection took place on
September 9th, 2025, and was carried out by environmental health officers who
rigorously audited several key areas. These included the cleanliness and
maintenance of facilities, food storage and temperature control, pest prevention
measures, staff hygiene practices, and the safe handling and preparation of

LSRRI jngredients. The team’s continued commitment to excellence ensures our kitchen

OOO® 6 remains a safe, hygienic, and welcoming space for all. Congratulations to Amy and
% Tina for their outstanding work!




Sports News

& A Fresh New Look for The Brades Lions

We are thrilled to announce that Now Education has

generously sponsored a brand-new football kit for the students

at The Brades Lodge School! =

Not only does the kit enhance the appearance of our team, it == =

also boosts the confidence and pride of our young athletes. — '

The new kit, featuring a modern design and high-quality materials, reflects the spirit
and determination of our students both on and off the pitch.

The team is already looking forward to showcasing their new outfits in

upcoming matches ! A huge thank you to Now Education.

In other news the KS 3 students played a tight game against local rivals
Castlewood school from Solihull. Despite this being the first competitive match of
the season the boys gelled well to put on a strong performance, dominating the

pitch in every position. The Brades boys controlled the game with crisp passing ¢ .=

and constant desire to win the ball back when the opposition had the ball.
CJ, Jimmy, Kai, Saj, Makhi, DejAi and Teddy supported debutantes Tyler,
Cillian and Kian throughout the game with confidence. The teams overall

perfomance paid off in style with what is likely to be one of the highest wins of the |

season 7-1.
A fantastic result.. WELL DONE to all those involved

BAGGIES COMETO TOWN
On Thursday 9th October, students and staff at The Brades Lodge School were

delighted to welcome two professional footballers from West Bromwich Albion as
part of the club’s ongoing Community Link Programme.

The visit brought excitement, inspiration, and a touch of Premier League magic to
the school as the players toured the building.

Tammer Bany, a dynamic attacking midfielder who joined the Baggies in
February 2025 from Danish side Randers FC, and Mo Diomande, known for his

powerful presence on the pitch, spent time engaging with students and staff. They shared
personal stories about their journeys into professional football, the challenges they’ve 0 \
overcome, and their ambitions for the future. Their message was clear: with hard work, resilience, and

belief, anything is possible.

To round off the visit, Tammer and Mo joined students for a lively football session at the end of the school
day—showing off their skills and encouraging our young players to push themselves and enjoy the game.

AOB
* Whilst there are no specific plans in place at the moment, please be aware
that the schools will be organising activities to take part in Children in Need on
Friday 14™ November 2025
Angie Tonks has left the school after a short spell at Shenstone.

BoE

Children
in Need

We are looking forward to welcoming Gemma Badland who will be joining the Shenstone Lodge Well

Being Support team after the break.

Welcome to Jack Prosser who joined the Brades Lodge as a permanent member of the Teaching

Assistant team this half term.



https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18SHxr5UX5/?mibextid=wwXIfr

On Monday 13th October, older students on the Shenstone Lodge site took part in an
engaging and eye-opening workshop designed to raise awareness about the dangers

of vaping.

Led by health education specialists, the session aimed to empower children with the
knowledge and confidence to make healthy choices and resist peer pressure.

The workshop explored the harmful effects of vaping on young lungs, the addictive
nature of nicotine, and the misleading marketing tactics often used to target younger

audiences.

Through interactive activities, role-play scenarios, and group discussions,
students learned how to spot misinformation and how to respond if offered a vape.

Diary Dates ...
INSET DATES :

1" and-2™ September2025
13" February 2026

19" June 2026

20™ July 2026

Autumn Term 2025

Holiday: Monday 27 October — Friday 31 October
Term Ends: Friday 19 December
Holiday: Monday 22 December — Friday 2 January

Spring Term 2026

Term Starts: Monday 5 January

Holiday: Monday 16 February — Friday 20 February
Term Ends: Friday 27 March

Holiday: Monday 30 March — Friday 10 April

Summer Term 2026

Term Starts: Monday 13 April

May Day: Monday 4 May

Holiday: Monday 25 May — Friday 29 May
Term Ends: Monday 20 July

Holiday: Tuesday 21 July — Monday 31 August

School Data Box 2025/26

Whole School Attendance
2025/26 YTD :78.2% PA 57.2% (below 90%)
2024/25 whole Year 84.2% PA 42.8% (below 90%)

Days lost to Suspension
2025/26 YTD :23
2024/25 Whole Year : 63

STAYING SAFE ONLINE

Al generated content and Al tools like chatbots,
content generators and summaries are quickly
appearing across popular online apps and services.
There are also popular Al tools appearing like
ChatGPT.

There can be many positives to the use of Al in
helping to find information, making creative content
and getting support quickly through chat functions.
However, as with other areas of online use, it comes
with risks to children as well.

For example, the content that children see might not
be age appropriate, legal or promote healthy
behaviours. They can also experience harms such as
bullying and sexual abuse through the misuse of Al
content generators to create realistic looking content
intended to cause harm.

The NSPCC website offers a huge bank of resources
and information to support parents and carers
navigate the Al world for themselves and their
children. Click HERE for access.

TALKING.
SEND:

ASSESSING AND IDENTIFYING NEEDS

24 NOVEMBER 2025 2

ONLINE 7:30PMTO8:30PM =

Join our fr|end|3.r online discussion for
parent carers of children and young
people with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND). Share lived
experiences of assessments and
identifying special educational needs—
what worked well, what could be better,
and ideas for improving support.

T0 JOIN EMAIL:
AMMHDLTIBKLE@SRHIJWELL GOV.UK o



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2025/artificial-intelligence-safety-tips-for-parents/

12-WEEK

BOXING
PROGRAMM

ENHANCING WELLBEING THROUGH THE
VALUES OF BOXING

MONDAY'S 5PM - 6.30PM
29TH SEPTEMBER 2025 - 15" DECEMBER (
UPLANDS MANOR PRIMARY SCHOOL
(THOMPSON ROAD ENTRANCE), BE7 GHY % .
CAR PARK AVAILABLE %\

+ ALL SESSIONS FREE OF CHARGE : /4’}/};’

* FORYOUNG PEDPLE AT RISK OF COMMITTING :
CRIME, ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ANDATRISK
OF EXCLUSION. y

+« AGED1l1-18 YEARS

TO MAKE A REFERRAL, PLEASE CONTACT: ‘3;’

)
PROJECTS@DOROTHYPARKES.ORG /P121 558 2998

AFREE PROJEGT FUNDED BY:

@BOXCLEVERCY

f BOXCLEVER MENTORING

OROTHYPARKESCENTRE
AGRAM: DOROTHYPARKES
DOROTHYPARKES.ORG
DOROTHYPARKES.ORG

CHURCH RO, /ICK, BE7 6EH

0121 558 2998
CHARITY NO. 1093189

FREE OCTOBER
BOXCLEVER
HALF-TERM s
MULTI - SKILLS CAMP

>Tuesday 28th October
> Wednesday 29th October
> Thursday 30th October

10am - 2pm each day SCAN ME!

@ @boxelevercj

Free Bus Travel this October Half
Term!

Transport for West Midlands is offering parents free bus rides
to help cut the cost of keeping children busy this half-term!

Parents and carers can apply for a Swift travel card, which will
be pre-loaded with free bus travel on from Monday 27"
October 2025 - Sunday 2™ November 2025, as part of the
regions ongoing campaign to get more people trying and
using buses.

This offer is part of a £20 million passanger incentive
programme, funded by Government through the Bus Service
Improvement Placn, to encourage more people to use the
bus.

OXING
SESSI(I;INS

BoxClever Mentoring will be running
after-school boxing sessions every TERM-TIME
TUESDAY at West Bromwich Leisure Centre.
All sessions are free'of charge.

T

Studio 1
West Bromwich
Leisure Centre,
Moor Street,
West Bromwich, 4:00 - 5:15pm

B70 7AZ Ages 9 - 16 years
FQR MORE INFORMATION

BOXCLEVER

Mentoring

‘BoxClever Mentoring




