
 

     

 

 

 

Message from the Head  

Welcome back !   

Last year we celebrated students from both sites making some of the best  levels of progress to 

date; not only in English and Maths, but also in raising attendance to new highs in both schools 

and reducing exclusions to their lowest levels ever!   

This year is likely to be just as successful as we build on some well-laid foundations. Amongst 

other things  we will be developing our outdoor education provision  across the school, to promote 

healthier lifestyles and provide alternative ways to access core learning skills in English, Maths 

and other subjects. In addition we will be moving forward with the much  anticipated  ‘IPad’   

project. Over the last few weeks we have worked closely with the Local  Authority to iron out 

some minor technical issues so that we finally have functioning high-speed  broadband on both 

sites. Furthermore  we   have   changed   our   internet  provider  and  linked  the  school’s IT   

infrastructure. All of which means that we can begin to plan properly for the distribution and use 

of IPads to support our curriculum and home learning. It is anticipated that this will gain some 

momentum in the Spring Term. 

WORLD’S STRONGEST MAN AT THE BRADES LODGE 

The Brades Lodge has  successfully secured funds from the Black Country  Consortium 

who support a wide range of projects across the West Midlands to improve local 

areas and encourage enterprise. The money is being used to pay for BIG DAVE 

GAUDER, one of the world’s strongest men, to engage, motivate and inspire stu-

dents through weight-lifting and ‘Strong Man’ feats. Dave himself holds over 20 ‘Strong 

Man’ World Records, including the only person to tow Concorde!  At the school, he 

is working with six students, teaching them to lift weights safely whilst covering 

important topics such as nutrition and anatomy.  Tom says “It’s great to turn pud-

ding into power !”   Jay admitted “This is a great motivator, and helps me  to get out of bed in the 

morning.”  Jay currently holds the school lifting record at 67.5 Kg… Nearly the weight of Mr 

Hobbs ! 
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SPORTS NEWS  

The Brades Lodge football team had their 

first fixture of the year against local rivals Elmwood 

School on Friday 7th October. The team travelled to Walsall 

with high expectations but soon found that the lack of re-

cent matches meant they had lost their ‘Summer Term’ 

sharpness. The Brades dominated this friendly for large 

parts  of the game but could not translate chances into 

goals. As a result Elmwood emerged victorious with a 2-0 win.  

The team’s first league fixture is at home against Corley 

School from Coventry.  We will add this and the dates of 

other home fixtures  to the website., as we 

would welcome any home support.  

(Scott Worton) 

 

 RESIDENTIAL HIGHLIGHTS  

This term we have introduced a number of new activities to support our evening 

offer. One of the most popular is a weekly drama workshop which is supported by 

staff from the locally famous Garrick Theatre in Lichfield. Students have the 

chance to express themselves and perform in front of others… a great  way to 

boost confidence and self-esteem.  

In addition the Key Stage 3 lads have been working on their culinary skills every Thursday morning 

as part of a life-skills ‘Morning Munch’. In brief, each student has the opportunity to make a hearty 

cooked breakfast for themselves and their peers. The menu is decided and sourced (using as many 

locally produced products as possible) by the ‘chef of the day’ and they are supported as necessary 

to cook the meal. As you can imagine this has gone down like a storm with our students, and we have 

had some great breakfasts !  Perhaps we have the next Jamie Oliver in our midst?  (Ijah Bogle)  

Quiz Corner  

 

1. Can you name a  Ko-

rean  car company? 

  

2. In which country will you  

find Ayers Rock?  

  

3. What is the name of    

Russia’s coldest region? 

  

4.What colour is the live wire 

in a standard British plug? 

  

5.Which UK international foot-

ball team has the highest FIFA 

ranking? 
 

6. Which cricket team plays at 

Trent Bridge?   

CHOIR CLUB AIMS HIGH 

Students at the Shenstone Lodge site have been using their break times to attend a weekly choir 

session. The group, consisting of children from all classes, has been learning a great mix of mod-

ern and ‘old school’  songs in preparation for a  grand performance.  

On January 24th 2017 they will be taking part in the Young Voices concert at  Birmingham’s  NEC. 

Details of this will be forwarded nearer the time so that you will be able to come and support the 

team.  

 

 



Work-Based Learning at Shenstone Lodge 

Year 8 students at Shenstone Lodge gathered apples for the harvest festival 

celebrations. Once collected they helped Mrs O'Brien to prepare them  for 

stewing and baking crumbles. The group aim to sell their produce to fund a   

future gardening project, to grow some crops for the spring. Their long term 

goal is to be able to provide enough food to go into the school  dinners.        

(Ian Mitchell)  

Well Done…   
To Joshua, Kamarlee, Bradley M, Freddie-Lee and Jack for receiving 

the most positive report slips at The Brades Lodge this half term.  

To Kamarlee, Rhys, Jordan M, Dillan and Robert who  have 100% 

attendance this half term at The Brades Lodge.  

To Chanel, Drew, Joshua, Ethan and Kyle with the highest class Dojos 

this half term.  

To Baileigh, Callum B, Cain, Heather, Curtis, Calum G, Joshua, Leona,  

McKenzie, Luke, Lemarr, Chanel, R'Mario, Kyle, Ethan and  Dominic  

who have 100% attendance at Shenstone Lodge this half term. 

Parent Questionnaire Feedback   

First of all can we say a big THANK YOU  to all of you who completed the questionnaire. It is    

really important for us to be able to know how we can improve your experience of the school. 

Again the overall feedback was positive and we had more responses than ever before.  Moving for-

ward we need to  help Parents/Carers know  what we do to prepare the students for the future, 

by discussing this at Parent interviews. In addition we will continue to work closely with the taxi 

companies, the LA transport team and students to  address identified issues as raised by Parents 

and Carers.   

The next Questionnaire is due out in December so please look out for it! 



A.O.B.  

Students  from  The  Brades Lodge  will  be  representing  the  school  at the National  SEND 

Conference at the NEC in November. The boys will be sharing with delegates their experiences 

of making short films and addressing the issues covered within them.  

Students at The Brades Lodge hosted a coffee morning to raise money for the Macmillan 

Cancer charity. The event proved to be popular and with the support of staff and 

Parents and Carers we raised a fantastic £129.00. Thank you to all that donated 

cakes for the event. 

We are sad to see our Safeguarding Manager at The Brades Lodge Allison 

Service, move on to pastures new, closer to her home. We wish her well.  

Karen Pickering will be completing the remainder of this maternity cover position until 

January, when Leonie Wingell returns. 

After the half term break we will be welcoming Karen Appleby to the school as our new Business, 

Finance and Operations Manager following the retirement of Gill Heather in the Summer.  

 

School Data Box  

Below is a short summary of some of the key bits of           

information that as a school we report on to Governors and 

the Local Authority.   

This information is also useful for Parents and Carers          

to know, as it should provide a measure of whole school      

performance and progress over time.  

School Year 2015/16 : Attendance  SLS 96% (up 6%)    

TBL  68% (up 8%) 

Diary Dates… 

Half Term 24-28th October 

 

INSET DAY Monday 31st  Oct 

 

Bonfire Night 3rd Nov at  

The Brades Lodge  

 

INSET DAY Friday 11th Nov 

 

End of Term 16th Dec 1.30pm  

                              BRADES GOES BANGERS 

To support the learning of our Key Stage 4 ‘Mechanics’ students, the school has 

bought a semi-operational Nissan Micra.  Their aim, however; isn't to  make it 

road worthy, but to ‘mash it up’ so it is fit to race …  as a super charged   

BANGER ! 

As part of the project the students have researched car safety requirements, analysed costs 

and much more.  At present they are in the process  of stripping the vehicle, removing all unnec-

essary parts.  Once this is done they will strengthen the chassis and construct a drivers cage, 

move the radiator and attach a small flexible fuel tank.  Tuning the engine is one of the last tasks 

but unless it can be started  with a hammer and some WD 40 they will struggle to compete! We 

look forward to hearing about their first race! 

Jack said  ‘The best thing is knowing that everything we are taking off we can put back on!’ 

This is a great  project to go on the boy’s  CVs and will  no doubt help them to follow a career in   

mechanics.  




